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operations against the North-west, it was clear, would
be no slight or easy matter.
While Nanking breathed vengeance and civil war,
it studiously refrained from giving a hearing to
Chang Hsueh-liang's case. But in Sian, daily mass
meetings were held in streets and parks to celebrate
the new political freedom in the North-west. At a
meeting in the Revolutionary Park on December i6th,
the Young Marshal and Yang Hu-cheng together
"gave reasons," in the traditional manner, for the
arrest and detention of the Generalissimo. At this
time Chang Hsueh-liang made a very complete state-
ment of his own position. Among other things he said:
"For my own viewpoint: I have had close personal
relationships with General Chiang in the past. Our
serious disagreement was over his policy towards
Japanese imperialism. In the past year I wrote and
spoke to him often, arguing with him to give up a
policy which he pursued in defiance of the will of the
people. He rejected all my pleas.
"Recently, General Chiang arrested and im-
prisoned seven of our National Salvation leaders in
Shanghai.... Most of these men I do not even know;
but I protested at their arrest, because .their prin-
ciples are the same as mine. I said to General Chiang:
'Your cruelty in dealing with the patriotic movement
of the people is exactly the same as that of Yuan
Shih-k'ai and Chang Tsung-chang.' Generalissimo
Chiang answered: 'That is merely your personal
viewpoint, / am the Government. My action was that
of a revolutionary/
"Fellow-countrymen, I leave it to you to decide
whether this was a satisfactory answer! Because
General Chiang refused to turn our guns against the